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May 31, 2020
The Right Reverend Lawrence C. Provenzano
Bishop of Long Island
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The disciples were locked away for fear of the world
following the events of Good Friday and the days that
followed. They were bewildered, scared and not
knowing what to do next.
The risen Christ comes and stands in their midst and
says, “Peace be with you!” And as we have heard from
the Acts of the Apostles, having been encouraged by
the gift of the Holy Spirit, they emerge preaching in
various tongues and giving witness to the reality of
the resurrection.
Pentecost is often referred to as the birthday of the
church. It may be an oversimplification, but accurately describes that movement of the Holy Spirit that released the disciples and empowered them to reveal
the redemption of humanity found in the cross and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
As we have lived through the past twelve weeks of
quarantine and isolation for fear of the illnesses associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, each of us, I am
certain, have longed for a return to what we believed
to be normal.
But we have discovered, haven’t we, that our way of
being, the craziness of our existence, the way in
which we carried on in life was not normal at all.
We have learned some significant lessons about our
place in life, the importance of the people around us
each day that we often take for granted, the choices
we make, the assumptions we carry, the evaluation of
what is essential. We all now understand that what
we imagined about the priorities of our common life
might have been a little too self-serving and little too
exclusionary to actually be called common life. It appears that social distancing and a bit of isolation has
taught us each how to appreciate the gift and genuine
need of each other in reality. We are relearning the
holiness of the human family. We are having a Pentecost event as a people anew!
As members of the church, the people of God, we
know well that the celebrations of the liturgical calendar are never, ever meant to be solely occasions to
recall a past historical or biblical event. The Incarnational theology that forms our liturgical and sacramental life dictates that our celebrations encompass

the real time experience of the people of God.
Today, this celebration of Pentecost provides us the
opportunity to be renewed by God’s Holy Spirit, not in
wishful thinking, not in a delusion of returning to
some misconceived normalcy, but in holy expectation
of God acting in our time to move the church into the
moments of terror and fear so many of us are experiencing, and transforming this experience into a time
of deep and abiding peace that God brings to us,
breathes on us and creates in us to move out beyond
our walled-in reality to a transformed movement of
sharing Jesus’ love and compassion with a hurting
and confused world.
The Pentecost event as recorded in scripture did not
change the world outside that locked room, it created
the church to serve and help transform the world.
Out of our deep prayer, our liturgical and sacramental
life, the church must—absolutely must-- serve the
world, challenge the world and overcome the sin and
selfish greed that infects the world as a means of further breathing the peace and wholeness that was the
original intent of the creator and sealed for all humanity in the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
There have been many Pentecost events for which I
give thanks this day as they find their place in this
great solemnity of the church.
I pray this is true for you as well.
That this feast of Pentecost, this feast of the ministry
of the church, may include all those moments and
times in your life in which God has created rich, unexpected experiences of grace, transformation and maybe healing. I invite you to look for them in your own
life, especially in the places where you are locked
away in fear or complacency.
I invite you to embrace, and not merely endure, this
moment in which we are all a part in the midst of this
pandemic, and pray the Holy Spirit to breathe upon
you, your family and loved ones, the people all around
us—to renew the face of the earth and to recognize
the face of God and the will of God in all things, common and holy.
Amen.

YES/AND
“I colored it for you, Nana, and cut it out so you could have my
hug.”
The it is a life size little girl with arms outstretched. She currently sits on my couch where I can look up and see her as I read!
She brings tears - of joy and sadness.
We are all apart from those we love, separated because we love each other and
respect each other. It is a strange world: we isolate to protect; we deny the human need of touch to save.
Quarantine allows us to talk with ourselves, to focus inward as external distractions melt away. Like steel, our brittle emotions become tempered as we
face the truths about ourselves and others. For many of us, the safety of our
homes becomes comfort. We even come to like the relaxed, less pressured
world.
Hygge, the Danish concept of warmth and contentment, originally meant “to
give courage, comfort, and joy.” Our word hug links to it. And that is what a hug
does: it strengthens us, intimately links us to another, reminds us we are not
apart, not alone.
A colleague once told me we need 18 hugs a day to feel good! But where do we
get those hugs now? And, how do we hold the fear and loneliness at bay without them?
When the disciples felt that fear and loneliness, Jesus returned and offered
proof that he was alive, proof that they were not alone. He transfigured to
show them - and us - how wonderfully different life could and would be.
And, as Pentecost approaches, I turn to thoughts of the Trinity. God loves so
much that that love pours out into everything. That love creates our physical
world. That love begets Jesus incarnate - proof to us that love is human, physical, tangible. God and Jesus love the Spirit in the eternal dance of creating and
redeeming. God needs to love us. Love demands community, a reciprocity of
giving and receiving.
Through our prayers, especially the Psalms, we send our love - our hugs - back
to our wonderful good God.
I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have
being. May my meditation be pleasing to God, for I rejoice in the LORD. Bless the
LORD, O my soul. Praise the LORD! Psalm 104: 33-35
YES, we are apart...and isolated...and maybe even fearful. That is our humanity,
our need to be with our “family.”
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Vestry Meeting, Sunday, March 8, 2020 - 11:30am

MINUTES

III. Treasurer’s Report: (Mary Pat) After deleting non-recurring expenses and including conservative
income, treasurer estimates ongoing operations for 10 months at current level. LIQUID ASSETS should
be donated to chosen charity(s) should Resurrection be forced to disband.
MOTION made and passed unanimously.
V. Senior Warden:
B. MOTION made to retain last year’s Audit Committee of Paul S, Fritz W and Liz. Passed unanimously.
VIII. New Business:
Endowment fund can be used to replace needed flooring in undercroft. Discussion.
MOTION made by treasurer for Donald to get estimate (s) for painting, flooring and waterproofing.
Passed unanimously.
Part B. Discussion with Mother Lindsay Lunnum, Diocesan Consultant.
After a lively discussion, it was urged that the Diocese develop a plan to keep small churches like
Resurrection, viable.
Mother Lindsay agreed to do the following:
a) Get clarity from the Bishop on pursuing a yoke with CSI.
b) Talk with the Bishop about connecting with Trinity in Roslyn or St. Mary’s in Carle Place.
c) Talk with the Bishop about enhancing the duties of deacons.
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