April 2018

Volume 13, Issue 8

RISE & SHINE!
EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE

RESURRECTION
A Caring Christ-centered Community

We spread the hope-filled energy of Jesus' love through
our core values of honesty, compassion, and faith.

The Rev. Christina van Liew
Rector

Rector’s Reflections

April-May

Dear People of God,
Easter was a peak experience for many of us, yet only a
fraction of how intense it was for the disciples on that
first Day of Resurrection. Such moments in time may
vary in specificity and intensity, but all have two things
in common. One is that they totally engage us in the
moment, often after a significant investment in blood,
sweat and tears. The other is that they end, leaving us
exhausted in the aftermath. You know what I mean if
you have ever birthed or adopted a child, won a scholarship, found your soul mate, had a spiritual or religious experience with Divine Presence, gotten a fantastic job, moved into your dream home, mastered a skill,
“aced” a performance, won a competition, or watched
your underdog team win the championship. The rush
of elation soon gives way to feeling let down, drained,
or overwhelmed. “OMG!” is soon replaced with “Now
what?”
This is how I think Jesus’ disciples felt once the Resurrection was revealed. All the blood, sweat, and tears
leading up to it might have shifted in a flash as it did for
Mary Magdalene in John’s Gospel, or it might have been
complicated by fears, doubts, remorse, and a lot more
questions than there were answers. But they rested,
and gathered together to sort it out, reflect on their
experiences and begin the first steps towards “Now
what.”
This is our example. Bishop Provenzano urges all Episcopal clergy to follow this example on the weekdays
after both Easter and Christmas, so we can be rested
and renewed for our next steps. The benefits are magnified when we do as the disciples did: reflect on what
happened, lessons learned, gifts received.
(continued on page 3)

in April
Pork Tenderloin Dinner
Saturday, April 14th, 5:00 pm
Chef: John Lasek
Please sign up in back of church or
Call Patty at the Office.

PENNY SOCIAL
Friday, May 11th, 6:30 pm
PLEASE SEE ENCLOSED FLYER!
DAY OF PENTECOST
May 20th
Wear RED

BARGAINS & BLESSINGS
THRIFT SHOP
Open
10 am - 4 pm
Thursdays & Saturdays
Volunteers wanted!
Please call Patty

VESTRY VIBES
Words from
our Warden
Rode into Jerusalem on a donkey.
Ate Bread & drank Wine with His friends.
Washed their feet.
Went to the garden to pray—disciples slept.
Was betrayed, arrested, tried, guilty.
Crucify him! Crucify him!
We did.
Asked His Father to forgive us.
Breathed His last.
It is finished.
Laid in a tomb sealed with a stone.
Sorrow! Weeping! Emptiness!
We return in two days.
He is gone from the tomb!
Who opened the tomb? Who stole his body?
“Jane, Jane.”
I recognized His voice and was filled with joy - - - !
Holy Week in a nutshell. Really impossible to capture
in words. Experiencing Holy Week in the flesh,
in community, internalizing the feelings and emotions
of the time is the only way for me to be present in the
mystery and pain of Jesus’ last days.
Disciples sleeping while Jesus prayed—that probably
would be me. Not understanding why Jesus had to
die—that definitely would have been me. Arriving at
the tomb to find it empty—what happened? It still
remains a mystery to me exactly what occurred, but
the good news is I no longer try to figure it out. I
choose to believe in the mystery of the Resurrection
of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Today I know He
loves me, and I love Him—because of this, I am able to
love others..
I pray every morning for God (Jesus) to relieve me of
the bondage of myself so that I can be an example of
His love for all I meet, and for all around me.
So now we drift through Eastertide relishing in the
glory of the risen Christ as we wait in wonder for the
Day of Pentecost when all peoples hear the message
in their own languages, and are filled with the Holy
Spirit! One God, one Church, one Baptism!
Peace, Love, Joy,
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Meeting March 4, 2018

M: to contribute 15% of last year’s giving for
Diocesan Pledge.
M: to accept Boccia proposal for CSI sub-floor
drainage; waterproof one crack in wall; ECR new
concrete walkway from TS to Narthex.
Need better motion lighting in church for night
time departures.
Audit to be completed by May.
Will review Renewal Works program to see if right
for us.
Penny Social Friday May 11th.
Parish Octoberfest Dinner on April 14, 5 pm
Next meeting: April 15th.

Parish Administrator: Patricia Hayes
Organist: Ellen Schutt
Rise & Shine Editor: Jane Colgrove
Vestry:
Jane Colgrove, Warden; Mary Pat Gannon, Warden;
Sharron Friedlander, John Lasek, Marjory Mahoney,
Fritz Weinrich
Clerk: Liz Weinrich

((Rector’s Reflections continued from page 1)

My hope is that all of us make it a habit to take time to
reflect, refresh, renew, and revitalize for our next
steps. Jesus’ resurrection gives us assurance that Divine Love can and does overcome all endings with new
life. The question we must be willing to ask ourselves
and each other is not how, when, or why, but will we
be open to the mystery and the hope of the resurrection?
Alleluia. He is Risen Indeed.

Sacred Truth #4: Love is Divine Power
Pease join us on
Thursday April 12
7:00 pm
library
enter Courtyard Office Door
We will explore human emotional power,
the divine power of love,
the sacred unions of our lives,
from inner unity to relationships with others.
It’s all about love!

BOOK CORNER
When Bill Kiley asked us to think about
diversity, my mind went immediately to
the vicarious pleasure of reading books
about other cultures. We are familiar with vicar, the
substitute or stand-in, usually for a higher church official. Vicarious experience allows us a substitute encounter for learning. For example, I have “lived” in
Ancient Greece, in Celtic times, even in Paleolithic
clans through my reading. I think when we immerse
ourselves in another person’s life - even a fictional
life - we begin to understand and empathize.
May I suggest some titles:
The Widows of Malabar Hill by Sujata Massey
A light mystery, this introduces Perveen Mistry, a
Bombay-born and Oxford-educated lawyer, one of the
few women practicing in 1920’s India. Cultural and
religious customs demand gender segregation
(purdah), often advantageous to Perveen as she navigates the trail of a murdered husband and the settling
of his estate.
While I thought the cultural issues must be outdated,
my young Indian female students assured me they
still lingered. They also were delighted that I was
conversant and interested in their heritage.
Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See
(or any other title by See)

An engrossing story of friendship between Lily and
her friend Snow Flower set in nineteenth century
China. We learn about a laotung relationship of emotional companionship, the reasons for foot-binding,
and the rigid caste system during the Taiping Rebellion. Narrated by the now 80 year old Lily, we see her
grapple with loneliness and second part of life wisdom.
(continued on page 4)

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

(continued from page 3)

The NYTIMES recently published an excellent article:
“How Genetics is Changing Our Understanding of
Race.” Link: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/23/
opinion/sunday/genetics-race.html.
As we explore our own DNA ancestors, we begin to
understand what “race” means.

4

Paul Servinskas

21

Mary Ann Rose

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

Please let us know about your favorite titles and/or
authors.

24

Audrey & John Gutkes

Enjoy!

25

Destinee & Leo Fiorillo

MaryPat

EASTERTIDE or Easter Season

to have Easter observed on Sunday regardless of the
date. The early church used the season of Lent as a
“Easter isn’t just a Sunday. It’s a season. The season of time for new converts to learn about the faith and preEaster begins on Easter Sunday and goes for 50 days – pare for baptism on Easter Sunday. The purpose of
seven weeks. These 50 days include the festival of the the Easter season was to continue the faith formation
Ascension of the Lord and ends with Pentecost. This
of new Christians. Today, we can use this season as a
year Pentecost is May 20th.
time to remember our baptisms and how we are to
Easter is not a fixed date but a day determined by a sys- live as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.”
tem based on the lunar calendar. The Council of Nicea
Newsletter Online www.rustonpres.org
in 325AD, created by Constantine, was the first ecuCopyright © 2016, Dennis Bratcher
menical council, and its purpose was to come to a consensus on the Christological issue related to the relationship of God the Father and the Son of God. This
Council brought us the Nicene Creed which we use during the Holy Eucharist.
The other thing that happened at this council was an
agreement of when to celebrate Easter. The Feast of
Easter was established in the second century but there
was a dispute between the Eastern and Western
Churches over the exact date to observe Easter. The
Eastern wanted it on a weekday but the West wanted

REALLY, GOD ? THE DAY AFTER YOUR SON’S RESURRECTION ?
Please may this be the last snow of Spring 2018—if it be your will, of course. Amen.

PALM SUNDAY - BLESSING OF THE PALMS
with our Sisters & Brothers from CSI Jubilee Memorial Church
and the Rev. Fr. Sajeev Suju Jacob

HEALING PRAYER &
HOLY EUCHARIST
10:00 am Wednesdays
SCRIPTURE STUDY
10:45-11:30 am Wednesdays

THE HUNGRY NEED OUR HELP!
Please bring in non-perishables for
St. Aidan and St. George
Food Pantries.

COFFEE HOUR
Thank you to the following people who have
“come to the edge” for Coffee Hour:
1st Sunday/month: Carol Bozek
2nd Sunday/month: Joan & Paul Servinskas
3rd Sunday/month: upstairs, back of church
4th Sunday/month: Linda & John Bernhardt
5th Sunday/when needed:
We offer continued thanks to Ruth Hanshe
who sets up the coffee pots when needed.
CANDLE, SANCTUARY LIGHT &
EASTER FLOWER DONORS WELCOMED
— Call Patty

RESURRECTION LIVING

April 2018

Holy Eucharist - Sunday 10 am
Healing Prayer & Holy Eucharist - Wednesday 10 am
Scripture Study - Wednesday 10:45 am-11:30 am
Adult Formation - Sacred Truth: Love is Divine Power, 7 pm-8:00 pm
Bargains + Blessings - Thursdays & Saturdays 10 am - 4 pm
Sun
1 EASTER DAY

Mon

Tue

2

Wed
4

Thu
5

Fri
6

Sat
7

Bargains +
Blessings

8 Easter 2

9

10

11

HE
Coffee Hour

12

HPE
Scripture Study

Penny Social
Meeting

Bargains +
Blessings

13

14

Bargains +
Blessings
Adult Formation
Sacred Truth:

in April
Parish Dinner
5:00 pm

Love is Divine Power

15 Easter 3

16

17

18

HE
Coffee Hour

19

HPE
Scripture Study

Bargains +
Blessings

20

21

Bargains +
Blessings

Bargains +
Blessings

VESTRY
MEETING
11:30 am

22 Easter 4

23

24

25

HE
Coffee Hour

26

HPE
Scripture Study

27

28

Bargains +
Blessings

Bargains +
Blessings

Racial Justice
Reconciliation
Commission
Discussion

29 Easter 5
HE
Coffee Hour

30

May 1

2

3
HPE
Scripture Study

4
Bargains +
Blessings

5
Bargains +
Blessings

ROTATION SCHEDULE FOR APRIL
YEAR B

DATE

TIME

CRUCIFER

SERVER

LECTOR

PRAYERS

COUNTER

COUNTER

Easter

1-Apr

10am

Jane

Karen

John vL

Meri

Mary Pat

Sharron

2 Easter

8-Apr

10am

Don

Jane

John L

Joan

Marge

Jane

3 Easter

15-Apr

10am

Carol

Joan

Robert

Dottie

Gina

Sharron

4 Easter

22-Apr

10am

Karen

Jane

Meri

John vL

Sharron

Mary Pat

5 Easter

29-Apr

10am

Jane

Karen

Joan

John L

Jane

Marge

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE

RESURRECTION
147 Campbell Avenue
Williston Park NY 11596

Office Hours: 9am-1pm, Mon, Wed, Thu
9am-12pm, Tue, Fri
Telephone: 516 746-5527
Email: resurrectionwp@gmail.com
Fax: 516 741-2949
Web: www.resurrectionwillistonpark.org

